Some 200 Years Later 


Jefferson’s ‘Failure 


By DANIEL C. RIKER 

CHARLOTTESVILLE, Va. 
(UPI) — On the 200th an- 
niversary of Thomas Jeffer- 
son’s most successful work, 
his least successful may 
finally bear fruit. 

While Jefferson was 
working to form a new nation, 
he was also trying to provide 
for its thirst. Three years 
before the signing of the 
Declaration of Independence, 
an Italian doctor and 10,000 
grapevines arrived at Min- 
tocello. The vines died. 

This June another group of 
Italians arrived near Char- 
lottesville and began planting 
the same kind of vines Jef- 
ferson hoped to grow. Two 
wineries opened in Virginia 
this year, offering the first 
European-style wines ever 
successfully produced in the 
state 


Jefferson, like most of his 
contemporaries, was an 
ardent wine lover. He stocked 
the first wine cellar in the 
White House and spent a good 
deal of his food expenses 
while President on wine. 

Although intensely in- 
terested in all facets of 
agriculture, he was most 
interested in grapes, 
although he never succeeded 
in growing grapes that would 
make good wine. 

Jefferson’s efforts were 
among many unsuccessful 
attempts during Virginia’s 
first 200 years to establish a 
European-style wine in- 


dustry. Wild grapes grew in 


abundance in the fertile red 
soil of the colony and many 
comparisons were made 
between the topography and 
climate of Virginia with 
sections of Europe. 
_ But the New World har- 
bored diseases and insect 
predators unknown in Europe 
that soon killed off every 
European winegrape. 

Later these pestilences, 


transported to Europe by 
accident, were to nearly wipe 
out that continent’s wine 
airman until they were 
con 

rape by grafting and 

The early Virginia 
colonists such as John 
Smith and Lord Dela- 
ware tried making wine 
almost as soon as they set 
foot in the New World. When 
they failed to make good wine - 
from the native grapes they 
brought dozens of French, 
German and Italian 
winemakers and thousands of 
vines from Europe. 

All efforts failed. The 
Colonial Assembly offered 
monetary rewards for 
winemaking that were never 
collected. 

Not until after the Civil 
Warwas there a successful 
Virginia wine industry, and 
then it was based on a native 
grape, the Norton, and other 
Jmerican grapes such as the 
Delaware, the Concord and 
the Catawba. Only the Norton 
did not have the “foxy” or 
grapy taste of native 
American wines. 

Norton ‘‘Claret’’ wines 
made by the Monticello Wine 
Co. of Charlottesville won 
prizes in Paris and elsewhere 
and by 1880 the state was said 
to be producing more than 
200,000 gallons of wine. The 
Rivanna River near 
Charlottesville was called the 
Rhine of America and 
Charlottesville was described 
as the ‘‘capital of the Virginia 
wine belt,’’ which also in- 
cluded sizable operations in 
Northern Virginia and in the 
Tidewater area. 

Diseases, depressions and 
competition from California 
damaged the industry and 
Prohibition wiped it out. The 
Norton grape has virtually 
disappeared although a 
cousin, the Cynthiana, 
produces a commercial wine 
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in Arkansas. 
Charlottesville attorney 
Bernard Chamberlain failed 
in an effort to restart the 
Monticello Wine Co. after 
prohibition, but he has 
collected the only bottles 
believed still in existence 
from the once famous winery. 
The only public reminder of 
Charlottesville’s role in 
Virginia winemaking its Wine 
Street where the Monticello 
firm was once located. The 
city park was once the 
vineyard of the city’s other 
winery, the Hotopp Winery. 
Wines made in Virginia 
after Prohibition gained 
fame because of the name of 
one, Virginia Dare, which 
swept to national prominence 
with one of radio’s first 
singing commercials. 
But the foxy character of 
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the native grapes has limited 
the appeal of the Scup- 
pernong and other native 
varieties and much of the 
wine produced, such as Wild 
Irish Rose, is not aimed at the 
dinner table. 

There are still four large 
wineries in Virginia 
producing Scuppernong and 
other native American wines 
from grapes grown in the 
Carolinas and Virginia, 
blended with grapes from 
New York and California. 

There is also the small 
Woburn Winery near Clarks- 
ville started by John Lewis, a 
black World War I 
veteran who studied 
winemaking in Europe. It 
was probably the only black- 
owned and operated winery 
in the United States. 


Although still licensed, it has 


not made wine recently. 

As America celebrates the 
Bicentennial, two small Vir- 
ginia wineries are selling the 
first wines of European 
character ever made com- 
mercially in the state. Jef- 
ferson probably would have 
liked them. 

Farfelu Vineyards in Rap- 
pahannock County and Mere- 
dyth Vineyards in Fauquier 
County are offering wines 
made from grapes that did 
not exist 200 years ago. They 
are French hybrids, crosses 
between European and 
American grapes that are 
more resistent than Euro- 
pean grapes to many diseases 
and pests as well as climatic 
changes. 

Farfelu, owned by airline 
pilot C.J. Raney of Flint Hill, 
already has sold most of its 
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1975 white wines for $2.79 a 
bottle. The small vineyard 
produced only about 1,000 
gallons of wine last year. 
Meredyth, the trade name for 
Stirling Farms, owned by 
Archie Smith of Middleburg, 
came on the market July 1 
with five different wines 
Selling at about $4 a bottle. 

Smith made about 1,600 
gallons of wine in 1975 and 
says he will make about 5,000 
this year and perhaps as 
much as 10,000 gallons 
next year. 

But the venture that is now 
stirring the most interest got 
under way June 1 near 
Charlottesville. It holds out 
the promise of succeeding 
where Jefferson and so many 
others failed. 

A British investment firm, 
Western America Co., sent 
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$800,000 for a 700-acre estate 
in Barboursville that Jef- 
ferson helped design for his 
friend, Gov. James Barbour. 
They have already planted a 
few of the same kind of vines 
Jefferson tried to grow and 
say they will build a major 
vineyard and winery. 

The company president 
told the Charlottesville Daily 
Progress the eventual in- 
vestment could reach $5 
million. 

That kind of investment has 
not been made in a winery in 
America outside of New York 
or California. If the vineyard 
is expanded to its promised 
300-400 acres, it would be the 
largest single planting of 
premium European grapes 
outside of California and 
could support a winery with 
an annual production of 
perhaps as much as 500,000 
gallons. They also plan to 
grow some French hybrids. 

But the ifs are big questions 
and there are many skeptics. 

The details of the planned 
wine operation are sketchy, 
as is the relationship between 
Western America, listed as 
the owner, and the Italian 
firm, Zonin Wines, which 
Western America _ of- 
ficials describe as a ‘‘client’’ 
and as a consultant and 
vineyard manager. 

Zonin, said to be Italy’s 
largest privately owned 
winery, makes more than 13 
million gallons of inexpensive 
Bardolinos, Valpolicellas, 
Trebbianos, Cabernets and 
Lambrucos and presently 
distributes wines in 20 states. 

The grapes they planted in 
Virginia have not been grown 
before with any commercial 
success in the state. 

They planted about 3,000 
vines this year: Cabernet 


Sauvignon, Pinot Noir, Pinot 
Chardonnay and Riesling. 
Those grapes produce the 
great 


wines of France, 
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HELP SOLVE THE 
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®Tune up heating system. 


” May Bear Fruit 


Germany and California. 

While modern sprays can 
now be effective against the 
diseases and insects that 
easily kill these vines, there 
is no reliable method to 
protect against the 80 degree 
‘days in January and 
February that occur almost 
every year in the Middle 
Atlantic states, followed by 
hard freezes. 

But several years ago, a 
small group of adventurous 
amateurs began planting the 
vinifera vines in Northern 
Virginia after seeing them 
grown successfully by Dr. 
Konstantin Frank in Ham- 
mondsport, New York. 

They also are being grown 
commercially now on a small 
scale in Pennsylvania, Mary- 
land, Michigan, Indiana, 
Arkansas and some other 
states. But no winery other 
than Frank’s is relying on 
them exclusively. 

The Virginia amateurs 
formed the Vinifera 
Winegrowers Association and 
have energetically promoted 
the growing of the premium 
vines. When Western 
America began searching for 
a vineyard site for Zonin they 
came in contact with two 
members of the Virginia 
group. 

“This was the kind of in- 
vestment. we were looking 
for,’’ said Robert de Treville 
Lawrence, the founder and 
principal spokesman for the 
Vinifera Winegrowers. ‘This 
is what we need to make 
Virginia the major wine state 
of the East.”’ 

But it takes five years for 
grapevines to produce full 
crops and the Zonin Co. is 
planning to plant only about 
20 acres a year. At that rate, 
major wine production 
cannot be expected from 
Barboursville until the 
middle 1980s. That ap- 
parently suits their plan. 
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Have a qualified person, 
check and adjust furnace. 


David White, Jr. 


Automotive, 
TUNE UP = $29"'_“*& 


Keep air filters clean. 


® Insulate heating ducts when 
exposed to unheated spaces. 
Insulate heating ducts when 
exposed to unheated spaces. 
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